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In my childhood I had always heard the Church spoken of as an unjust institution, and thought Dissenters a persecuted body.
I can testify to this fact, that very strong prejudice may be raised without any degree or sort of knowledge in justification of the sentiment. I knew too I was, or rather that my friends were Presbyterians, and I had a vague notion that the Independents were more orthodox than Avas reasonable, and that there was a degree of rationality compatible with sound doctrine. Mr. Lincolnc, too, our minister, was much moi-e of a gentleman and scholar than Mr. Waldegrave, the Independent minister.
Among my letters are a number by my dear mother. Her memory is very dear to me, but I would not have these letters survive me. They would not agreeably impress a stranger, but they express the warm affections of a fond mother, full of anxiety for the welfare of her children. Her mother-love was combined with earnest piety. She had no doctrinal zeal, and seems, though educated in a rigidly orthodox family, to have had very little knowledge of religious controversy.
It is worth mentioning that I have found my mother's Experience, that is the paper she delivered in before she was admitted a member of the church at Wattisfield. The paper is in one respect curious ; it shows that at that time even among the Independents, doctrinal faith was not the subject of a formal profession, though of course inferred. In this paper there is no allusion to the Trinity, or any other disputed doctrine. Indeed, the word belief scarcely occurs. The one sentiment which runs throughout is a consciousness of personal unworthi-ness, with which are combined a desire to be united to the Church, and a reliance upon the merits of Christ. Therefore her orthodoxy was indisputable. But when in after life her brother (the minister, Mr. Habakkuk Crabb) became heretical, either Arian or Unitarian, and his son also professed liberal opinions, she was not disturbed by these things of which she had a very slight knowledge, l*my brother , Thomas directeH to " Mr. Robinson, Attorney at Law."    I had to ask Mr. Crabb to explain to me the nature of an attorney's profession, which had been chosen for me without my knowledge.
